ALL MERCHANDISE ADVER-
TISED IN THE TRIBUNE

IS GUARANTEED

e —————

Vor. LXXVII No.

25,939

New1)

or

_F:'rst

to Last— the T

b ‘ b -
A —

- =]
<2 '\5:\\\',_'-,

WEATHER

Rain to-day; probably fair and coldef

to-motrow; southeast to south

winds, shifting to northwest
to-night with gale force.

Full Report on Page 1

e

{Copyright 1
The Tribune

M-
Ass'n]

THURSDAY, NOV

EMBER 22, 1917

In New
Yurk City

ONE CENT

—

&. Y. Aliens
In Panic Over

Zone Order

Prominent Business Men
Barred From Offices by

the New Decree

Vainly Plead
With Marshal

Even German Residents of
Riverside Drive May
Be OQOusted

With the reslization thal every
amilable Federa] force, military and
¢ivil, is to be applied to the enforce-

of the restrictions put en en-

ment E . 7
emy sliens by President Wilson in his
recent proclamation, dismay seized

local Germsn circles yesterday.,

Prominent business men with offices
in the barred tones, men who con-
clupively proved their excellent com-
mercial associntions and took friends
with them to uphold them as “good
tollows,” visited the office of Thomas
D. McCarthy, United States Marshal,
i the throes of spprehension.

g the president of such and
soch mpany, with offices on West
Bireet,” or “1 am the head of the so-
mdl-.-u ca Whitehall
Building,' ¥ announced.
“You are not goi t me out?”

“Arg you a German?” invariably
asked the Marshal, and, on being an-
swered in the affirmative, as invariably
replied, “You must vacate.”

Pleas of Allens in Vain

Pleas th pleaders were resi

denls of standing and established
integTily, d be ruined
financ d property

ch required
numerous om-
them for their

ivelih welr ) he the Marsha!
with reiterated dietum—“Show

citheen or get out!™
But they said, was &
siate t ad fully exy ed to at.
tain, b | neglected to acquire in
f business, One mun wh

the South
been in New York

twenty years—that an

Americans would vouch for

t that he had mnever been
wtaralized He will be unable to

s places of business until after

Aisit b

the wer
He {5 of Germans living between
Fast ourth Street and FEast
Bighty-sixth Street Avenue A and
Eest End Avenue will be called upon
te ti I . Even German
de Dr will bpe
hous or anart-
of the water-

Vashingt 10
I be cer
e advisable, but |
+ out the order as

Police Asked to Aid
liee Commissioner,
by United

Kol
ed

neral

listrihution
of

rsey and Sstaten

waterfronts New
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Zone Rules to Make
Hohoken as ‘Verboten’
As Kaiser’s Own Park

Hoboke: oon became ks

[ i im } o
Boeboten’ for Corn 1= Kaine

AT a7 Ll ers

park in Por |

':r-':ll' $ Droy ons of the
@8t wlien reistration proe
8L rity, where Lhe governme
WY reid Mondsy night made Teutonic
h-""-'z the waterfront as rare &%
h'-f-'-’-’ , mey be cleared entirely of
¥Baturalized CGermans The former

bom: of the Hamburg-American Line

¥0 @ ncreening process,
“E'P., as declared, would leave it
“‘lk" 1 6 wny other city in the
UBlted States with u similar proportion
o fure e citizens
In. 4 to the duty of registering
ihe .y aliens, the President, in the
ey, pubilshed Tuesday, dele
Phed 5 1he Attor Genernl the
PNY Lo extablish forbidden zones
M'. wWhrehouses, fuctaries, elevators,
mllicad 1oy, insls or any other prop
.cn’ d d of particular value to the
Bt | tates in war Lims Tha Attor
fey Genersl, if he chovies, may Lix
BB\ 3.l Io extent, and Hobo
: y tha el wan ex
P what he tended e do in Its
“.01;:‘.:::..-.., ,'.,’>L-r---_ f...r'u_-u_-n 'ch-r»-,
:;l\";“--,;'_-u .r.'_ll';_a‘nF.‘" far the
.:'-1 navy, in ut Fifth and Adams

imuat in the esntire of the

P
Eﬂ I_-:;T': 8 ls known ws the “Mile

I'llr).',
. g A half-mile aren of for
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Conscientious
. Objectors Lose

Vote in Britain

Parliament Amends Elec-
toral Bill to Disfranchise
All Those Exempted

LONDON, Nov. 21.—The House of
a vote of 2090 to 171,
edopted an amendment to the electora!
kil ob-

Jectors to war.

Commons, by

disfranchising conscientious

In the course of the debate, which

throughout the entire after

noon, Andrew Bonar Law, Chancellor
cf the Exchequer, announced that the
government did not desire to influenca
vhe House in any way on the question,
but that it would leave the members
fres to vote as their consciences dis.

tated.

N. Y. Suffragists
Reject Reprisal

British Lose
17 Merchant

Shipsin Week

Toll of U-Boats and Mines
Takes Jump Over Pre-
ceding Week

| Ten Vessels Over

b . |
Tonnage of 1,600 Ber]m Admtts

Greatest Destruction Since
the Latter Part of
October

LONDON, Nov. 21.—Seventeen Brit-
ish merchantmen were sunk by mines
or submarines last week, according to
the weekly statement issued by the Ad-
miralty. Of these ten were vessels of
1,600 tons and over and seven of less
than 1,600 tons.

chantmen sunk greatly exceeds that of

Against “Antis”
Women inConventionClear
Themselves of Charge
of Vindictiveness

The York State suffragists
knocked out the “reprisal plank™ from
their platform yesterday afternoon.

The gection of the recommendations,
which proviously declared that suffra- |
¢hnuld campaign against men
were ; opposed to
records

New

mists

consistent
woman suffrage, and whose
ehow them to have been opposed to the
nterests of women snd children and
humsanitarian legis'ation in gen-
" was purged of the words “who
io woman

“who

eral,
were consistently opposed
suffrage.” The change clenrs the suf-
ists of the charge of “vindictive.
nes=" against Elon R, Brown, Senator |
James Wadsworth, fr., ond other op-
jonents of suffrage.

The matier was cleared up by Miss
v Garrett Hay, chairman of the
Woman Suffrage party for New York
City, when she rose in the congention
vesterday afternoon at the Ritz-Carl-
ton, and demanded to know who was

responsible for giving out the “re-
prizal clause” to the press.
“This eclause had been =struck out at

the =ession of the state committee in

morning,” said Mizs Hay, “and

should never have been given out.”
Miss Alice Morgan Wright, secretary

the party, explained that the ree-
omutendations had been released for
jublication before the changea had

been made.
Miss Hay Cauvused the Change

.
Miss Hay zaid after the meeting that

the recommendations had been formu-
lated by 4he cxecutive bourd of the
jarty, and when they were proposed
bafore the state committee she had
herself moved to amend them in 8 way
to cut out the reprisal clause. She

o dec'ared thut she would cf re

policy of cmnpnigning
OnETess

indorse the Federai amendment,

agninst
failed to
This
subject will come up for final aetion
The
: makea no reference to the pre-
attitude of Representatives tow
ard the Federal amendment, but states:
“In view of the likelihood of the im-
medinte submission of the Federal
ndment to the state Legisliutures
atifieation, we should e: aign
puinst the nominstion or
candidates for the New Yo
latvire und campsiign agninst candidntes
for Congress who will notl agres to in-

of

members who

at the convention this morming

1tox

&gl

dorge the Federal amendment, provid-
ng the Fedo amendment has not
wd before th

next Congressionsl
#s place in 1918
was pointed out that critic
woman suffrage would interpret thi
an t suffragists would put
Federal amendment ahead bf the
the coming election, The

tion wag put thus:
Suppore there were two candidates
{ Congress, one » disloyal person,
kut & friend of the Fedoral améndment,
the other a loyal, patriotic Amer-
who did not believe in the Fed
mendment, would you not he com
mitted to voting for the disloyal per-

vieetion, which ta

Is¥ue in

Mrs, Catt Was Angry

Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, pres.
dént of the National American Woman
ffruge Association, fixed the ques-
tianer with an angry eye.

“Any ene who puts that interpreta-

on upon that plank ia guilty of the
prossest miscepresentation,” she sad
“Weo organi for suffrage, nnd
vithin that ficld we intend to work for
uffrage with all our might No one

as any right to drag other issuenr into
ur pintform.

“What that platform means is that,
oiher things being equal, we shall vote
for the man who is a friend of our
UL It would probably never come
tn an issue, anyway, because this mat-
ter will be thrashed out in the pri
naries, and noe ona will run fer Con-
grese whe le not in favor of the Fed
p mendment.”

Mine Hay when anked what she wou.d
do in the emergency of being obliged
1o choose between her country and
the Federsl smendment said:

[t the whole fate of my country
hung on one man, and that man could
suva Lhe country, but was opposed to
the Federal amendment, of course I
should vete for hind.”

Mry, James Leen Lanidiaw also re-
pudinted the hint that the wamen
wauld put suffrage first in & national
emergency

#fy is not probable,” she suid, “that
the pro-Germaus, who have heen the

.on Last Page

Continued

the previous week, when only one ves-
sel of 1,600 tons or over and five craft
of less tonnage were sent to the bot-
tom. In fuet, it reurezonts in the ag-
yregate the greptest number of vessels
destroyed ¢ the week of October
28, when eighteen were lost. Since then
there hus been a gradual falling off in
shippin logges, until the minimum
ginee Germany's Intensified submarine
campaign began was reached November
11 with a tetal of six.

As for ns the losses of large vessels
are concerned, the present Admiralty
report apparently bearas out the opti-
tic statement mude recently by FPre-
rr Lloyd George that he had no fur-
ther fear of submarines; also that of
the First Lord of the Admiralty that
enemy submarines iere be suUnK to
an incressing extent, for t sinkings
in the 1,600 and over eategory last
week were the lowest since March, ex-
cept for the weeks of Septemhber 18,
November 4 and November 11, when in
the two former weeks the total in each
instance was eight and in the latter
one,

Premier Lloyd George in his address
to the House of Commons ecurly in the
present week said tnnt submarines
had been destroyed last Saturday, but

he geve no further information on the
subject. fir Eric Geddes, the new
First Lord of the Admiralty, in his

maiden speech before Parlinment, as-
gerted that between 40 and per cent
of German submarines operating in the
North Sea and the Arctic and Atlantie
oceRng sit the beginning of the war
had been sunk.

Ho udded that enemy submarines
were being sunk to an increasing ex-
tent, but that the Germans were build-
ing them faster than they previously

Ead dene

U.-Boat Routes Better
Known to Allied Navies

[Staff Correapondence ]
LONDON, Nov. 21.- The submarines’
regular routes to and from their bases
are becoming better and better known

to the British and American navies,
How well, the Germans sre probably
anxious to know,

The Admiralty so far is silent as to

the means whereby five “pests of the
gen,” as Lloyd George so aptly calls

them, were put out of business [ast
Saturday, and there is considerable
speculution here whether y were

bagged in bunches or coincidentally in
many tones of operation. One sugges-
tion connects the naval enterprise in
igoland Bight urday with the
degtruction of the enemy submarines.
is that the air raid on Zeve-

resulted in direct hits on sev-

-boats lying in n basin. A third

is that British destroyers discovered a
nest of 1-boats somewhere on the hot-

tom und were able to destroy them
wholesale

Bagzeinie five U-boats in one day is n
considernhle feat and unparalieled in
the history of war. It may well be

considered the British navy's greatest
single day's success. According to the
closest British reckoning

eix weeks to turn out one of these un-
EO

the loss of five
it months' work

dersen monsters,
represented nearls

nggregate wu

One Ship in Week Is
ltaly’s Submarine Loss

ROMFE, Nov. 21
losses from submarine
the week ended November 18 were one
lurge steamer sunk and ther steam-
er damaged by a torpede and afterward
to-day’s official an-

Italian marine

attackes during

towed into port,

nouneeren

First Keel Laid by
Federal Ship Company

In the presence of most of the high
officials of the United § Stael
Corporation, President Farrell drove
the first rivet at 10:30 yesterday
morning in the keel of the first .-hm
to be built by the Federal Shipbuild-
ing Company. Robert MacGregor,
vice-president and geners] manager of
the Federal company, scted as rivet

holder.

The first rivet of the first ship,
which is to be named Liberty, was
driven in the first plate rolled by the
new Liberly milis at tlomestead,

with all possible speed in

Penn., huilt
L al for the Lib-

order to provide materi

y pit.
‘-r.li;:uiilt‘ E. H. Gary, chairman of the
bosard of the Steel Corporation, made
n patriotie speech to the more than
two thousand workmen who were
present. He dwelt on the important
gervice the men wert rendering the
nation in building ships, and declared
their function was one of dignity and

hanar,

American Dentist Is
Drafted Into German Army

COPENHAGEN, ¢1,—DPr. Fish-
or, in Amuriean dentist, who has heen
practising in Cologne, has been tnken
the neeording to

mto Germen army, r
advices received here from Lermany.

The econseription was mada under the

rale requiring, under certain ruqdp
tions, that foreign residents in Ger-
many serve in the army. =

Ha

Iir, Fisher hails from Chicago,

I har resided in Germany for more than

ten yenrs,

British Tanks Plunge Five Miles
Through the Hindenburg Line;

Smash “Impenetrable

Halt of Drive
Along Piave

“No* Change” and “No
News,” Official Bul-
letins Say

ILG.\'DON, Nov. 21.—German admis-
sion that the advanee into Italy has

Last week's record of British mrr-‘; received & check is seen hers in to-

dey's curiously hrief statements from
von Ludendorfl on the vast operation.

The Berlin official statement simply
gaid there was no change on the Italian
front, while the supplementary report
to-night declared there was “no news
from Italy.” When things are going
well the Prussisn communiqués are
long.

According to an Amsterdam dispatch,
the wir correspondent of the Berlin
“lokal-Anzeiger” says the Teutons
allied movement for turning the Itulian
AL Wil b wow belag executed in the
fuce of great ltalian superiority. The
“Frankfurter Zeitung” asserts that the
Ituiuns, reinfe | with guns and in-
fantry, huve prepared strong defences
on the lower Piave River, There is
gpeculation here as to whether these
reinforcements constitute Allied units,
which have now had ample time to
reach the front,

Kome reported another serious re-
verse for the Teutons in the ‘egion
en the Brenta and Piave rivers,
y foe hus made whoicsale but
futile saerifices in attempts to rush the
line of small mountains and thus gain
the plains behind the Pinve lins.

Dense messes of hostile infantry
assepulted Monte Pertica, northwest of
Monte Grappa, three times, Each
time they were thrown back with enor-
mous losses. The attucks repested the
history of the sanguirary, but useless
attempta on Monte Monfenera and
Monte Tomba, which were the features
of the previous day's fighting.

The two last mentionsd peaks are
still firmly in the hands of Diaz's men,
the Teutons holding only a precarious
fonting on the northern slopes of
Temba. Rome officially reported to.
day that von Below had failed to re-
new his attacks on either stronghold

The defonce of the Italians in the
hills and the lack of infantry opera-
tions along the lower Piave have cre-
ated an optimistic feeling among mili-
tary ohservers here. It is generally
thought the crisis is past. The Teu-
tonz now probably ure reduced to the
slow Jdetail operations of tronch war-
{ar Moreover, the great Franco-
Pritish offensive just opened on the
West front is bound to help relieve
the situation of the Italians

o

fare

Bolshevili to Adk
Armistice for All
Te Discuss Peace

LONDON, Nov. 21.-No Russian mili-
tary communication was issued to-day.

A Petrograd mezsage received by the
British Adm'ralty by Wireless Presa
snys:

“A political communiqué states that
by order of the All-Russian Workmen's
and Soldiers’ Congress the Council of
‘the People's Commissaries’ hus ns-
sumed power, with ob! gation to offer
all the peoples and their recpective
ravernments an immediate armistice on
all fronts, with the purpose of open-
ing pourparlers immediately for the
conclusion of a ‘democratic peace”

“When the power of the Council is
firmly  establigshed throughout the
country the Counci] will, without de-
lay, make a formal offer of an armis-
tice to all the belligerents, enemy and
ully. A draft message to this effect
has been sent to il the people’s com-
missaries for foreign affairs and to all
the plenipotentiaries and representa-
tives of Allied nations in Petrograd.

“The Council also has sent orders
to the citizen commander-in-chief that
pfter receiving the present message ne
shall approseh the commanding author-
ities of the enemy srmies with an offer
of a ceasation of all hostile activities
‘or the purpose of oepening peace pour-
parlers, And that he shall, first, keep
the Council constantly informed by di-

reet wire of pour-parlers with the|
enemy Armies, and second, that he
shall sign the preliminary net only

after approval by the Commissaries’
Council. Thg communique is signed by
Oulinnoff-Lenine, President of the
Commissaric Couneil; Trotzky, Com-
missary of Foreign Affairs; Krylenko,
Commissary of War; Beutch-Brueviteh,
chairman of the couneil, and Gorbou-
noff, Secretary.”

Russians Roll Turks
Back; Capture 1,600

PETROGRAD, Nov. 21.-—The Russian
Cnucasus armies have won a marked
cuceess against the enemy along the
River Dyal, nceording to information
:--urh:mr'l"n-.- army and the Workmen's
and Soldiers’ Delegates. The Russians
initinted an nttack mnd overcame the
.-;rmx-_ eapturing 1,600 of them, of
whom 134 were officers. The morale of
ns is said to be excellent,

———

the troo

Labor Dictator is—Urged

WASHINGTON, Nov., 21.—The ap-
pointment of a labor dietater for the
period of the war is suggested in A
statement issued to-day by the Con- |
(orence Committee on National Pre- |
parpdness, which urges a labor policy
for the United States.

It declares there is no real codrdina-
tion hetween the various gm‘prnmq-nlnl
agencies attempting to deal with the
labar problem, and asserts that for the
safety of Americs and the winning of
the war American public epinion must
be directed to the funda.ientsls in-
volved,
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‘_.‘_Ev-érif Tank Is E)_qu)ected_. o Do Its

Damnedest,” Was the Order—Fach Did

[By The Associaied Pree

BRITISH ARMY HEADQUARTERS
IN FRANCE, Nowv. 21.—Just before the
tanks went forward yesterday to pre-
jare the way for the British infantry
und ecavalry the general commanding
the iron monitors distributed an order
of the day in which he said:

“We tank to
damndest.”

They did this, and
mans one of the staggering
blows they have received in many
months, With the tank general lead-
ing them in a monitor which flew his
Ang, they charged through two of the
strongust lines in the German defence
system the Western front,
though these fortified trenches had
not been there, and behind them, on n
front of some six miles, Infantry and
cavalry poured through the great gaps
which had been made.

The correspondent early to-day
passed the main Iindenburg line near
Havrineourt. The paths of the British
tanks through the great mass of barbed
wire before this line could be clearly
followed. In many places the tanks
had torn the obstruction away com-
pletely, leaving wide gaps, whteh ware
entircly free for the troops o pass
through. The German trenches and
dug-outs were in a state of confusion,
which showed plainly the haste with
whichh the enemy abandoned this
famous diteh.

The eorrespandent was also privileged
to watch the tanks going into opera-
tion yesterday when the greal battle
started. There had been litfle artil-
lery firing and only the occasional rat-
tling echo of & macnine gun. _

Then came & period of absolute still-
ness. Suddenly the long line of British
tanks moved forward, and in 3 moment
the variegnted signal lights of the Ger-
mans shot high in the air. The Brit-
ish troops came out of their sheiters

and with fixed bayonets and grenades
followed the tanks swiftly toward the
enemy barriers.

Ihe ground was firm and covered
with long grass, There were few big
shell holes, such as are to be seen in
Flanders, for comparatively little artil-
lery work had been done against this
sector. It was idecl going for the big
land monitors, and they made the most
it. Ar they started forward the
British put a heavy screen of smoke
up all about them, so that it was im-
possible for the enemy to see them
many yards away.

The tanks reached the German out-
post line in front of the main line,
and, without stopping, surged through
it toward the barbed wire entangle-

expect every do its

dealt the Ger-
most

on

&

as |

Tanks Even Took
A Town by Storm

iy The Associated Press

BRITISH ARMY HEADQUAR-
TERS IN FRANCE, Nov. 21.—In
severe hand-to-hand fighting at
Flesquieres to-day British troops,
preceded by tanks, stormed the
town., The German#®fired on the
tanks, with seven big guns at
short range, The British infantry
charged the guns, captured them
and killed the crews, Three other
big guns were captured in a simi-
lar manner at Premy Chappelle.
British cavalry captured a battery
at Rumilly, sabring the crews,

e e —— |

ments, their guns working steadily all
the while. Here was a point where it
had been feared they might encounter
difficulties, but they did not. They
erushod through the barbed wire, and
by 7:29 the British infantry were go-
ing through the gaps thus made,

The surprise attack was launched at
dawn over a wide front. In the first
few hours its progress was marked
with evident suceess. The resistance
offered by the dazed Germans yesterday
morning was negligible, and by noon
British pioneers aiready were at work
luying roads across the old front line
trenches, while priconers in consider-
able numbers nad begun to come back
from various directions.

British Casualties Light

The casualties of the attacking forees
thus fur have been light. Great num-
bers of German dead lie before the
main Hindenburg trench, where the be-
wildered enemy, taken unawsares, made
a half-hearted attenpt to stem the on-
rushing Hritena,

The battle was an innovation for the :

Western front, for it was begun with-
out any preliminary
Upon the army tanks rested the re-
sponsibility for victory or defeat, and
they fulfilled all expectations. The
iron giants went through the tremen-
dous line of barbed wire entangle-
ments in front of *he main Hindenburg
position and on over the trenches as
though they were un parade,

The tanks started forward at 6:20
o'clock, and by 11:30 the British in-
fantry, which had swarmed into the

holes made by the mighty engines, was |

engaging the enemy in open fighting
along the Hindenburg support

points, Up to noon yesterday there h
been no hard fighting, and the German
artillery fire haud been very weak.

The Germans surrendered freely in
numerous places, and several hundred

artillery work.'

line |
back of the main defences at many |

were brought in during the Jrst few
hours of fighting.

Two attempted counter attn:ks were
smashed by the British infantry in the
early hours, one in a tunnel trench
near Bulleeourt, the other at Havrin-
court Park, where one company of Ger-
mans essayed an advance.

The tanks yesterday afternoon, fol-
lowed by infantry, were continuing
their journey into German territory.

Prisapers admit ruefully that the at-
tack was o surprise to them and caught

\ many of them in their dug-outs., The
secrecy with which the British made
their preparations was one of the most
striking feutures of the offensive,
|Gun.~', tanks and troops were moved
| into the Cambrai sector at night and
| ecarefully hidden during the day.
! Up to the actual hour of the British
| attack there were moments when great
stillness reigned over the battle front,
and it seemed impossible that within
n short time the line would be a seeth-
ing caldron. At 6:20 o'clock a long line
"of tanks, distributed over a wide front,
started forward.

At the same time the British infan-
try on either side of the land monitors
made threats at the German line.
Within & few seconds the entire enemy
front for a distance of many miles
was flaming with variegated signals
which called frantically for help from
the German gunners in the rear. Red,
green, white and blue lights shot ‘up
in every direction, and the rockets
showered a myriad of stars down
through the gloom, like 8 mammoth
display of fireworks.

Pershing, as Haig's
Guest, Sees Battle

e e T
[Br The Amsoristed Prem]

BRITISH ARMY HEADQUARTERS
IN FRANCE, Nov. 21.—General Per-
shing, commander of the American
forces in France, was present at the
British headquarters as the guest of
Field Marshal Haig, the British com-
mander, to witness the British of-
fensive.

Genoral Pershing left the Cambrat
front last night, having spent the day
with Field Marshal Haig witnessing
the operations. The American com-
mander was close to the front during
the early part of the operations and
took the keeneat interest in the work-
ing out of the British scheme for
smashing through the chain of de-
fences,

I
!

1

| vast stored of supplics,

8,000 Prisoners and

| Many Big Guns Taken

in New Drive
by Haig

' Byng’s Cavalry

Joins in Advance

Berlin Admits French
Have Made Gains
Along Front of

. -
Six Miles
By Arthur S. Draper

LONDON, Nov, 21.—“Byng has bre-
ken an impenetiable barrier.”

This the lritish deseription of
the surprise attack which found the
Germans off guard between Arras and

St. Quentin and eort them two groat
gapa In the famous Hindenburg line,

I8

| one of them,swest of Cambrai, more

than seven miles wide and five deep,
thousands of privoners, many guns and
And that eov.
ers only the sirst phase of the grest-
est feat of British arms, for General
Byng is still advaneing

The most remarkable feature of the
entire victory was that it was achieved
wholly without artillery proparntion,
the Hritish infantry sweeping forward

in the wake of great lmnd feets of
tanks, which tore their way through
the German wire entanglements ns

though they had been straw barriers
and wallowed their way across the
widest trenches. Appurently, the Ger-
wan High Command was caught com-
pletely napping, not a hint of the vast
British preparations having reached
the frightened enemy.

8,000 Prisoners Caplured

Eight thousand prisoners have becn
counted, Field Marshal Haig announeced
to-night; the Scheldt Canal has been
croased, additional villages oceupied
and captives taken from reserve forees
hurried up by Prinee Rupprecht.

The latest from the
fighting fronts de¢lare that thousands
of British mounted troops, charging
with the indefatigable tanks, are har-
rying the enemy in open country. The
cavalry, which has awaited just this
opportunity to vindicate itseil on the
Western front, has been congaged in
open fighting since yesterday, praeti-
cally the first since the Battle of the
Marne, doing work in
thrusting the Germans back upon Cam-
brai.

According to Berlin the French also
started an offensive on a six-mile front
between Craonne Berry-au-Bae,
southeast of Laon, the Germans admit-
ting “strong French sdvances”  Ace
cording to Paris the French blow was
only & minor ane, being confined to &
front of two-thirds of a mile and &
depth of 400 yards.

As this is written the British threat-
en Cambrai, one of the keys to the
whole German position in the Weat,
No stroke of British generalship in
the whole war hus haen more brilliant
than General Sir Julian Byng's highly
skilful and successful thrust on a part
of the front which has remained con-
spievously  quiet  through  many
months. &

Militarily it is a grest success in
every sense of the word and the finest
the British have to their credit, while

politically it is of immense nln-n.ll
comes at 4 “psychologieal moment.

dispatchen

and is grout

und

It will affect the whole situation » '_

(rofoundly and it will count more
than dozens of optimistic speeches and
hundreds of stories of British prowess

Although it is now viewed in ﬂlit.-
first flush of enthusiasm, it is big
cnough to bear the closest inspection
later, as Byng's thrust opens the way
to farreaching results,

The politieal consequences are just
as profound ss the military To ae-
complish his feat Byng returned to
first prineinles snd eonceived the idea
of launching a surprise assault.

Favored by Fortume

Fortune favored him. For the last
fortnight nis preparations have been
carsied on unobrerved by aviators, who
were unable to see the concentration
of moen, guns and tanks,

German confidence in the strength
of the Hindenburg line led them to
strip it bare, no part of the Western
front being held so lightly, as the
French announcement of tho disposi-
tion of German divisions shows,

Instead of advertising his plans by
subjecting the enemy's lines to pro-
longed bombardment, Byng pinned his
fuith on his tanks, and with good rea-
son, as results provea,

The greatest fleet of tanks yet con-
centrated at a single point was ready
early yesterday morning when the or-
der was given for the advance. Ovyer
comparatively solid earth a swarm of
monsters worked their way, flattenin
out masses of wire entanglements an
enfilading trenches, across which they
rested.

Completely fAabbergasted by their
overpowering force, the German troops
holding the first lines either surrendered
immediately or broke in flight.

The main sttack seems to have beea
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